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President’s Letter 
 

 
Hello Everyone, 
 
I hope you are all sitting down while you read this letter, there are so many 
exciting things going on!  I will start with the most exciting, the USEF has asked 
us to host the Paralympics trials at our June show and we have agreed.  This is a 
great opportunity for all of St. Louis to shine and draw attention to dressage.  I 
can't even begin to tell you how excited the board is about this opportunity.  
WOW! 
 
The second most exciting news is our new board members, I would like to 
welcome Kathryn Kent, Colleen Murphy and Dawn White.  These women will be a 
great addition to our current board and will bring fresh new ideas.  I can't wait 
until our training meeting so we can get started. 
 
I want to thank Sally and Trish for organizing a wonderful banquet, everyone had 
a great time.  I also want to thank Karen for her presentation, it touched on 
every aspect of dressage and gave everyone something to think about "and 
remember your efforts are greatly appreciated". 
 
I received the application for hosting the 2013 Region 4 Championships, which we 
will be filling out and submitting.  Normally we host the Championships every 
three years so we are due for our application to be accepted. 
 
2012 is going to be a great year and I’m looking forward to enjoying it with a great 
group of people. 
 
 
Ann  
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Noseband Tightness' Effect on Performance Horse Behavior 
by: Christa Lesté-Lasserre 
December 13 2011, Article # 19262 
 

What's the purpose of your horse's noseband--do you choose it for comfort? Better performance? Keeping the horse's mouth shut? 

Whatever the reason, according to a leading British equitation scientist, it could be time to reevaluate how tight the noseband is, 

because it's likely to affect how you ride your horse. 

Visit www.TheHorse.com for more horse health information and to read this article in its entirety.   

Custom Saddlery 

will be at 

Epique Equestrian 

on 

Saturday, February 25th and Sunday, February 26th 

 

Shopping for a new saddle?  The full line of dressage and jumper/

eventing saddles will be on hand.  Evaluation fee will apply. Does 

your saddle need re-flocking, tree adjustment or other repairs?  

Custom Saddle rep can repair all makes of saddles.  To schedule 

an evaluation or for further information, please call (636) 828-

5551 and ask for Kathy. 

http://www.thehorse.com/Bio.aspx?ID=476
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SLADS RECOGNIZED SHOWS FOR 2012 
 

Kansas City Dressage Society 26th KCDS Kickoff Competition I & II 
Hale Arena – Kansas City, Missouri 

http://www.dressageshowinfo.com  

March 31-Apr 1, 2012 
 

Kansas City Dressage Society Dressage At Longview I & II 
Longview Horse Park - Kansas City, MO 

http://www.kcdressage.com  
May 5-6, 2012 

 
Carousel I & II 

Illinois State Fairground - Springfield, MO 
http://www.equestrianentries.com 

May 5-6, 2012 
 

SLADS SUMMER CLASSIC I 
June 15-16, 2012 

SLADS SUMMER CLASSIC II 
June 17, 2012 

National Equestrian Center - Lake St. Louis, MO 
http://www.slads.org 

Judges:  Lisolette Fore, Jacqueline Lindberg, and Axel Steiner 
 

Centerline I & II 
Illinois State Fairground - Springfield, MO 

http://www.dressageshowinfo.com  
August 25-26, 2012 

 
Al Khamsa 
Dawson, IL 

September 15, 2012 
 

SLADS FALL CLASSIC 
October 13-14, 2012 

National Equestrian Center - Lake St. Louis, MO 
http://www.slads.org 

Judges: Sarah Geikie, Debbie Riehl-Rodriquez , and William Solyntjes   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Not Currently on Calendar 
 

Missouri Dressage Classic 
Ozark Dressage 
Andalusian Show 

http://www.dressageshowinfo.com/
http://www.kcdressage.com/images/May5-6KCDSLongview.pdf
http://www.equestrianentries.com/calendar/show/968
http://www.equestrianentries.com/calendar/show/968
http://www.dressageshowinfo.com/images/2012%20Prize%20Lists/Aug25-26CenterlineDressage.pdf
http://www.equestrianentries.com/calendar/show/968


2011 

Awards Celebration 

& Banquet 

2011 Horse & Rider Champions (l-r) 

Barb Wood, Lisa Holderle, Emily Layeski, Caroline Bean 

2011 Special Recognition Awards 
Night Wind Farm “Tootsie” Award 

Training Level Horse with Highest Average Score 

Recipient:  GV Monte Cristo, Rider:  Melissa Kirby 

 

The Suzanne Brown Memorial Trophy 
First Level Horse with Highest Average Score 

Recipient:  Grand Viscount, Rider:  Daniel Eplett (absent) 

2011 Horse & Rider Champions (l-r) 

Caitlin Stephenson, Lisa Holderle, Caroline Bean, 

Barb Wood, Kathryn Kent, Melissa Kirby 

2011 Eventing Champions (l-r) 

Novice Division and Training Division Champion 
Christina DeMauro riding Ghost Dance 

Introductory Division Reserve Champion 
Gail Nicholls riding My Guinness 

Introductory Division Champion 
Meghan French riding Lucky Charms 

2011 Schooling Show Champions (l-r) 

Intro Level Reserve Champion - Adult Amateur 

Shelley Brubaker riding Life of Riley 

Intro Level Champion - Adult Amateur 

Sarah Szachnieski riding Gotta Look Tough 

Intro Level Champion - Jr/Yr 

Claire Nickelson riding NTC Sonata by Bey 

First Level Champion - Adult Amateur 

Diane Toeniskoetter riding Showtime 

Training Level Champion - Adult Amateur 

Diann Dixon riding Apache JP (absent) 



MERS Responds to 2nd Call of the year on Friday, January 13th, 2012--Elsberry, MO 
Updated at January 14, 2012 03:50  

 

MERS received a call on Friday, January 13th, 2012 for a horse down in a pasture, just outside the barn. We received the call @ 

8:50pm. MERS traveled over 83 miles to get to the scene, in Elsberry, Mo. Upon our arrival, the last mile was on an ice covered 

road, and the outside temperature was 9˚F.  We had 13 highly dedicated members that were available to respond. 

 

When MERS had received the initial call, we immediately  requested that the owner call a Veterinarian to respond as well, factoring 

in what the owner had told us and combining that with the outside temperature. When we arrived, the Veterinarian had just arrived, 

as well, and had already completed some initial evaluations. Although the vitals came back normal, and the horse was full of en-

ergy, the Veterinarian was very concerned about the horse’s left front leg, and in order to do a complete evaluation on that, we 

needed to get the horse up. The horse had been blanketed from the time that the owner had made the initial call to MERS. 

We immediately  placed our MERS Head Protector on the recumbent horse, rolled the horse over onto our long webbings, and at-

tempted to manually lift the horse up in the frozen pasture. We had to physically hold the horse up, as the horse would not put any 

weight on the one particular leg. We then put the horse back down and blanketed the horse. We then resorted to putting together the 

MERS A-Frame specifically designed for lifting horses, and holding them in place. After we assembled this, we were required to 

place the downed horse onto our Rescue Glide, securely package the horse, and transported the horse approximately 100’ to the A-

Frame. With our lifting equipment hooked up to the horse, we successfully lifted the horse up and into a horizontal position. With 

the horse suspended in the horizontal position, the Veterinarian made an immediate evaluation that the horse’s front left leg was 

broken. We slowly lowered the horse back down, and the horse had to be humanely euthanized by the Veterinarian. MERS stayed 

on the scene and offered whatever assistance and  condolences that we could for 

this very sad outcome. This was certainly not the outcome that we were hoping for. 

After we packed all of our equipment up, we then traveled approximately 14 miles 

to Troy, MO. (on the way home) stopped at a local Gas Station where we spent a 

good deal of time debriefing and evaluating what we had just experienced. 

 

The majority of MERS members are horse owners, and the majority of our call 

outs have great outcomes. When we work this hard in an attempt to save an ani-

mals life, and have this result, it has an effect on all of us. MERS members are all 

professionals—we discuss the situation, and prepare for the next call out. 

 

We arrived back home at 2:30am, 9˚F outside, and drove 166 miles round trip. 

MO Emergency Response (MERS) Large Animal Rescue 
 

Emergency Call Out Number 

(636) 574-1700 

 
Put this number in your contacts and keep it handy. 

Poker Ride & Obstacle Course 
(Fun for All) 

 

Hosted by: 

Fox Creek Veterinary Hospital 

FOR 

MERS Large Animal rescue 

 

Sunday, June 3rd 
Greensfelder Park 

Mustang Shelter 

9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

Lunch Provided  Live Entertainment Small Silent Auction 

 

Check us out on Facebook or at www.mersteam.org for more information! 





Kim Eplett, Co-Editor 
Leann Zalasky, Co-Editor 
15 Jimicee Court 
O’Fallon, MO 
63366 
Kime.slads@gmail.com 

 

 

Barbara Wood    314-603-2229 
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