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Hi, 
  
I hope everyone is enjoying the weather and out riding every chance they get. This past weekend was our second 
schooling show.  We had 45 entries and 88 rides which made for a long day (not as long as the February show but 
close).  I want to thank everyone who helped at the show, without volunteers we would be lost. 
  
The schooling shows have been well attended.  The membership and St. Louis horse community have responded 
favorably to the Schooling Shows.  The Board has heard a lot of good comments regarding the shows and we 
understand that everyone wants more Schooling Shows.  This year we are having four shows and next year we hope to 
have six.  The board and I think that  these shows are an important part of our mission of education and want to continue 
to grow this program. 
  
June is right around the corner and we are busy preparing for the Summer Festival.  This year we are bringing back 
breed classes.  It will be great seeing the future of our sport in the ring.  Please stop by on Friday to watch, and don't 
forget to contact Sarah regarding volunteering.  
  
See you at the show, 
 
Ann 
SLADS President 

 
Good Afternoon; 
 
On Saturday, April 27th, Heather McClurg on  Monarch’s Joy kicked off the SLADS Schooling Show this past weekend.  She rode her first 
test at 7:30 a .m., riding the Introductory Walk-Trot Test A.  The day ended at 6:16 p.m. when Klaire Lewis on Zulu Loa rode the Second 
Level-1 test.  It was a wonderful day that provided a lot of riders with the opportunity to come and experience the showing atmosphere in a 
relaxed way.  Hopefully they are considering taking their new-found education and joining us in June for our Summer Festival. 
 
 
Speaking of our Summer Festival, the Prize List is now available on our website, www.slads.org.  If you are considering entering the 
Summer Festival, it is important that you get your forms in as soon as possible.  This will help our Secretary Gerry Muldrow make your day 
a successful one. 
 
 
We are offering something new at the Festival this year; Class 888 is a Prix St. Georges Jackpot 
class. The class is a 50/30/20 return with a $50.00 added class fee and $1,000 sponsorship 
monies. The jackpot is currently over $1,500 and climbing every day! If you are an upper level rider 
please join in the fun! 
 
 
I hope everyone has a wonderful May showing season, and look forward to seeing you all in June. 
 
 
Kim Eplett 
Editor 





WWW.SLADS.ORG Find us on Facebook. 

Part I - Schooling Show Etiquette 
 
THE NOVICE RIDER ETIQUETTE HANDBOOK 
 
In the world of horse competitions there are certain dos and don’ts which each of us has 
to learn. Herein we will address very basic stuff relating to horse shows, eventing, 
dressage, driving, English and Western pleasure, judged trail rides, foxhunting and trail 
riding etiquette. Why? Because if you ever find yourselves engaged in any of these events, you don’t want to look the 
fool! Remember that there are many, many more things to know and there are rulebooks put out by each association 
(listed at the end) to deal with specific issues. When and if you get serious about competitions you will, of course, need 
to join one of these associations and familiarize yourself with all the ins and outs of that specific discipline. If you are 
not that serious and only interested in schooling events, then the following will save you from embarrassing moments! 
Naturally, a mentor is the best teacher.  Each discipline listed herein gives a very short description of what is expected 
of the rider/horse combination and the judge’s expectations for that class. Perhaps the most important thing to 
remember is to observe and ask. Never enter an event without first attending one. Find someone who knows the ropes 
and can lead you towards a fun and interesting experience. All words in italics will be listed at the end of this paper with 
an appropriate explanation. These are general rules only.  
 
PREPARATION 
 
If you are considering entering any event make sure you are prepared. Setting a goal for you and your horse will 
make you achieve a great deal more than you thought you could! Throughout the year you should be working to 
improve your riding and your horse’s knowledge. At least three weeks before the show or event, you should focus on 
those skills that you will need. If, for instance, your canter is a bit fast for the show ring, well… practice until your 
horse’s balance is sufficient to enable him to feel comfortable at a slower pace. If the cross-country is weak, find 
somewhere to school over fences time and time again. If your horse is leery of the water jump, then enter another 
division and practice, practice. If you need the assistance of a trainer, find one. Remember that doing well is in the 
details. There is no such thing as too much practice but there certainly is such a thing as not enough! If your horse is 
green, you can expect nothing. Just continue to take him to shows, either on the ground or in a few easy classes, until 
you get some mileage on him. Reward his smallest achievement and remember that you always want him to come 
home and tell his stable mates what a great time he had and not how scared or uncomfortable he was. Keep his 
exposure short so he will not tire or get frustrated. Keep his exposure simple so he will be comfortable and not over-
faced causing him to lose confidence. We all go through this phase; it’s not always pretty but it is always necessary. 
Just like a child, exposure is the best path. Your horse needs to trust you so he will feel safe. Be quiet, confident and 
consistent.   
 
TIMING 
  
This is often the hardest unless you are familiar with the process. Before you leave the barn, the horse must be bathed 
and often braided, brushed, rugged and bandaged. Everything must be loaded into the trailer tack compartment and 
checked again. You must arrive at the show in time to register, unload and tack up your horse, warm up your horse, 
change your clothes and get to the ring in time for your class. Remember that the unexpected tends to happen! The 
horse gets loose, you can’t find a piece of tack, you forgot to rub that stain, the warm up is taking forever and he’s 
still not settling! Yep, we’ve all been there and usually more than once. This gets easier with time and routine. It’s 
important to remember that the more frazzled you become, the more insecure he will be. The quieter you are, the 
more confident he will be.  
 
  
 

Now you’re ready to go...next month - what to do once you get there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts reprinted with permission by the Old People’s Riding Club. 
For more information, please visit www.oldpeoplesridingclub.org. 



St. Louis Clinics 

With Melissa Allen 
 

USDF Certified Instructor through 4th Level 

USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold Medalist 

 

About Melissa 
Melissa Allen is dedicated to the promotion of  dressage and is a very successful competitor and 

trainer.  She is a USDF certified instructor through 4th level and manages a training facility in 

Kansas City, MO.  Melissa has trained with some of  the top dressage instructors in the world, 

including Lilo Fore, Isabell Werth, Conrad Shumacher, Ulla Sulzgeber, Steffan Peters, and 2007 

Pan American Games Individual and Team Gold Medalist Christopher Hickey, with whom 

Melissa trained for ten years. An accomplished competitor, Melissa has won numerous regional 

and national awards and is currently competing at Grand Prix on her 13-year-old mare Daina, 

who she began training as a three year old.  

 

Melissa is teaching monthly clinics in St. Louis at a private barn conveniently located at Hwy 44 

and 109.  Each ride is a 45 min. session focusing on the individual needs of  the horse and rider as 

well as the biomechanics to improve suppleness, strength and communication.  
 

 

St. Louis Clinics 
 

June 2-3 
 

For more information about the clinics and to reserve ride times, please contact:  

 

Juliekahn@sbcglobal.net 



SLADS RECOGNIZED SHOWS FOR 2012 
 

Kansas City Dressage Society 26th KCDS Kickoff Competition I & II 
Hale Arena – Kansas City, Missouri 

http://www.dressageshowinfo.com  

March 31-Apr 1, 2012 
 

Kansas City Dressage Society Dressage At Longview I & II 
Longview Horse Park - Kansas City, MO 

http://www.kcdressage.com  
May 5-6, 2012 

 
Carousel I & II 

Illinois State Fairground - Springfield, MO 
http://www.equestrianentries.com 

May 5-6, 2012 
 

SLADS SUMMER CLASSIC I 
June 15-16, 2012 

SLADS SUMMER CLASSIC II 
June 17, 2012 

National Equestrian Center - Lake St. Louis, MO 
http://www.slads.org 

Judges:  Lisolette Fore, Jacqueline Lindberg, and Axel Steiner 
 

Centerline I & II 
Illinois State Fairground - Springfield, MO 

http://www.dressageshowinfo.com  
August 25-26, 2012 

 
Al Khamsa 
Dawson, IL 

September 15, 2012 
 

SLADS FALL CLASSIC 
October 13-14, 2012 

National Equestrian Center - Lake St. Louis, MO 
http://www.slads.org 

Judges: Sarah Geikie, Debbie Riehl-Rodriquez , and William Solyntjes   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Not Currently on Calendar 
 

Missouri Dressage Classic 
Ozark Dressage 
Andalusian Show 

http://www.dressageshowinfo.com/
http://www.kcdressage.com/images/May5-6KCDSLongview.pdf
http://www.equestrianentries.com/calendar/show/968
http://www.equestrianentries.com/calendar/show/968
http://www.dressageshowinfo.com/images/2012%20Prize%20Lists/Aug25-26CenterlineDressage.pdf
http://www.equestrianentries.com/calendar/show/968


Upcoming Events 
 

Brier Bank Farm Schooling Show Dates 
May 19, 2012  August 4, 2012 

 

Gigi Nutter Clinics at Brier Bank Farm 
May 4, 5, 6 

For further information contact David Anderson at info@brierbankfarm or 618-531-5208. 
 

Our Neighbors 
 

Columbia Dressage and Combined Training Association 
http://www.cdcta.org/CDCTA/Calendar.html  

 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 

MO Emergency Response (MERS) Large Animal Rescue 
 

Emergency Call Out Number 

(636) 574-1700 

 
Put this number in your contacts and keep it handy. 

Poker Ride & Obstacle Course 
(Fun for All) 

 

Hosted by: 

Fox Creek Veterinary Hospital 

FOR 

MERS Large Animal rescue 

 

Sunday, June 3rd 
Greensfelder Park 

Mustang Shelter 

9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

Lunch Provided  Live Entertainment Small Silent Auction 

 

Check us out on Facebook or at www.mersteam.org for more information! 

KCDS Dressage at Longview I & 2 
Lee's Summit, MO 
May 5-6                 

Sunny Oak H/J Charity Show for 
Therapeutic Riding 

Rocheport, MO 
May 6 

Mill Creek PC Horse Trials and Eventing 
Rally at Longview 
Lee’s Summit, MO 
May 11 to 13, 2012 

Maryal Barnett Clinic at Stony Hill Farm 
Columbia, MO 

May 11 to 13,  2012 

Queeny Park Mother's Day Hunter Pace 
St. Louis, MO 
May 13, 2012 

Missouri Dressage Classic 1 & 2 
(CDCTA sponsored) 

Fulton, MO 
May 18 to 20, 2012 

Bara Trac I and Too 
Mason City, IA 

May 26 to 27, 2012 

KCDS Adult Dressage Camp at WWU 
Fulton, MO 

May 30 to June 3, 2012 

tel:618-531-5208
http://www.cdcta.org/CDCTA/Calendar.html
http://www.qpee.org/docs/events.html




PAID ADVERTISEMENT PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

WWW.SLADS.ORG 

Find us on Facebook. 

Kim Eplett, Co-Editor 
Leann Zalasky, Co-Editor 
15 Jimicee Court 
O’Fallon, MO 
63366 
Kime.slads@gmail.com 

 

 


