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Hi Everyone,

First, I want to apologize for the issues we had at our June show.  The board and I are very 

aware of  the issues and are working diligently to put procedures in place so something of  this 

nature never happens again.  If  you have any suggestion or comments please call me at 314-

452-5656 or email me at ann.gioia.11@gmail.com.  The board and I also want to thank everyone 

for their patience and understanding.  SLADS is dedicated to putting on quality shows and will 

do what ever is needed to do so.

On a positive note, the jackpot class was a great success and is something that we are planning 

to continue and maybe expanding if  it continues to be a success.  I want to give a big THANK 

YOU to all of  our wonderful volunteers, without you the show would have been a disaster.  The 

board and I know that you are the glue that held the show together, thanks!

We have two bits of  good news! First, SLADS has been selected to host Region 4 champi-

onships in 2013. As we know, championships are a lot of  hard work and great exposure for 

our club.  As always, I know we are up for the task and we will have a great show, so mark your 

calendars for October 11-13.  Second, we have our schedule for our 2013 schooling shows.  

They will be held on February 2, April 27, July 27, August 10, September 21 and November 23.  

I hope to see everyone there. 

Don’t forget we have a schooling show coming up, August 11th.  The shows have been well 

attended and since space is limited, we decided we need an open date and a close date to give 

everyone a fair chance to get in. I will squeeze in as many rides as the judge and time will allow 

but get your entry in early.

Be kind to your horse because they love us unconditionally, be kind to others because they 

don’t.  Be good and I’ll see you at the show!

Ann Goia
SLADS President
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July 14 
Mid-Missouri Dressage & Combined 
Test Challenge at Greystone 
Farm.  Rain date July 21.  For 
more information, contact Crystal 
Kendrick at 573-239-2100 or 
crystalwoodard@hotmail.com

August 4 
Brier Bank Schooling Show.  
Contact David Anderson at info@
brierbankfarm or 618-531-5208 for 
more information.

August 11  
SLADS Schooling Show III.  To be 
held at the National Equestrian 
Center.  More information to come.

September 8 
Mid-Missouri Dressage & Combined 
Test Challenge at Round To It 
Farm.  Rain date Sept 22.  For 
more information, contact Crystal 
Kendrick at 573-239-2100 or 
crystalwoodard@hotmail.com.    

October 13-14 
SLADS Fall Classic.  Sanctioned 
by USEF, USDF, MHSA, and AQHA.  
Judges:  Sarah Geikie,  Debbie 
Riehl-Rodriquez, and William 
Solyntjes.

October 13 
Mid-Missouri Dressage & Combined 
Test Challenge - Sunny Oak 
Farm.  Rain date Oct 20.  For 
more information, contact Crystal 
Kendrick at 573-239-2100 or 
crystalwoodard@hotmail.com

October 27 
SLADS Schooling Show IV.  To be 
held at the National Equestrian 
Center.  More information to come.U
PC

O
M

IN
G

  E
V

EN
TS



3

USDF Announces U.S.  
Dressage Finals for 2013

The United States Dressage 
Federation (USDF) is pleased to 
announce approval by its Board of 
Governors of a US Dressage Finals 
beginning in 2013. These finals will 
be a head to head competition 
showcasing Adult Amateur and 
Open riders at Training Level 
through Grand Prix. 

With invitations to be extended 
to competitors who have qualified 
through the Great American 
Insurance Group/USDF Regional 
Dressage Championships, the 
inaugural US Dressage Finals will 
take place in the fall of 2013 at 
the Kentucky Horse Park (KHP) in 
Lexington, KY. The KHP was the 
site of the 2010 Alltech FEI World 

Equestrian Games. It also hosts 
the annual Rolex Kentucky Three-
Day Event and the FEI North 
American Junior and Young Rider 
Championships. 

According to USDF President 
George Williams, the first 
formal discussions within the 
USDF, regarding a US national 
championship, started almost 20 
years ago. Williams also states, 
“This is indeed an exciting day 
for American dressage and in 
particular, our adult amateur 
competitors.”

Mark Your Calendars!
July 28, 2012 
Don’t miss the Region 4 Adult and 
Youth Team Competitions to be 
held on July 28 at Fox Run Farm in 
Columbia, MO. Contact Stacey 
Bates at summitvet08@yahoo.com 
for more information.

August 11, 2012 
The next SLADS Schooling Show  
is set to take place on Saturday, 
August 11th, at the NEC.

October 11-13, 2013  
Next year, the Great American 
Insurance Group/USDF Regional 
Dressage Championship will be held 
at the National Equestrian Center 
October 11-13th in 2013! 

2013 Schooling Show Schedule 
Saturdays at the NEC: 
February 2, 2013 
April 27, 2013 
July 27, 2013 
August 10, 2013 
September 21, 2013 
November 23, 2013
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Year End Award Highlights
     As with all sports, it’s important to know the rules before participating. 
The same holds true for Year End Awards. The following are highlights of 
the SLADS Schooling Show criteria for Rider Year End Awards:

1. General Requirements 

• You must be a member in 
good standing with SLADS. This 
means that you are a member of 
SLADS and do not owe us or USDF 
money or have otherwise been 
disqualified from showing.

• You must volunteer at least 
4 hours at a SLADS-sponsored 
activity.

2.  Award Categories

• There will be up to six awards 
per category at each level. 

• There will be three categories 
for each level: Junior/Young Rider, 
Adult Amateur, Open.

• Note that a Junior/Young Riders 
must not have reached their 21st 
birthday by 1 December at the 
beginning of the competition 
year. For 2012, that would be 1 
December 2011.

• Second Level and Above is a 
combined category. This means 
that 2nd, Third, Fourth, Prix St. 
George, etc. are judged together 
for Year End Awards even though 
they are ridden as separate tests.

3.  Requirements.

• All scores earned by a rider at a 
SLADS Schooling Show, on one or 
more horses, will be averaged per 
level for the competition season. 
This is done because the SLADS 
Schooling Show Year End Award is 
a RIDER award.

• A rider can only earn one 
Schooling Show Year End Award 
per competition season. It will be 
given to the rider for the highest 
level they achieve.

• The last requirement can be 
confusing… “If the rider/horse 
team is competing at the same 
level in both the Recognized and 
Schooling shows, then the same 
rider/horse team is only eligible 
for a Recognized Show Year End 
Award at that level. To qualify 
for a Schooling Show Year End 
Award, that rider/horse team 
must compete at a higher level 
than the Recognized Show level.” 
In this instance, a rider/horse 
team may win a Recognized 
Award for Training Level. If they 
do, they cannot win a Schooling 
Show Award for Training Level BUT 
this same rider/horse team can 
win a Schooling Show Award for 
First Level.

These are just some of the 
highlights. The year end require-
ments for schooling shows as well 
as recognized shows can both be 
found at www.slads.org. 

Please read the actual criteria. If 
you have questions, feel free to ask! 
Send a message to a SLADS board 
member or ask at the schooling 
show. It is your responsibility to know 
the rules and we hope to avoid 
disappointments when Year End 
Award time rolls around.  ~SLADS
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What That Score Means!
Dressage tests serve as a 

measure of the horse and rider’s 
schooling. Each level builds upon 
the preceding level’s principles. A 
horse and rider should not consider 
progressing to the next level until 
sufficient mastery of the current 
level is demonstrated by attaining a 
60% or better score in all areas. This 
helps to ensure that the horse and 
rider build the strong foundation 
required for the skills needed at 
higher levels.

The overall dressage score is 
comprised of individual movements 
scores, as well as collective marks. 
Coefficients are also applied to 
add an element of importance 
to certain movements. Scores are 
calculated using a 0-10 scoring 
scale, which is broken down as 
follows:

0 – Not Executed

1 – Very Bad

2 – Bad

3 – Fairly Bad

4 – Insufficient

5 - Sufficient

6 – Satisfactory

7 – Fairly good

8 – Good

9 – Very Good

10 - Excellent  

A score of “0” on a given 
movement means that practically 
nothing of the required movement 
had been performed. In addition 
to the scores shown above, difficult 
and/or infrequent movements are 
weighted by coefficients to illustrate 
the important of these movements.

Collective marks are given after 
the rider has completes his/her 
test. These marks are also based 
on the 0-10 scoring scale and 
are based upon gaits, impulsion, 
submission and the rider’s position 
and seat. These marks are also 
given a coefficient, since these 
areas represent the natural and 
training ability of the horse and rider 
combined. 

The following describes each 
element:

Gaits: the freedom and regularity of 
the horse’s movement.  

Impulsion: the horse’s desire to 
move forward, elasticity of steps, 
roundness.  

Submission: the horse’s attention 
and confidence. Harmony with 
rider, lightness of movements and 
acceptance of the bit.  

Rider’s seat and position: 
correctness and effect of aids. G
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Stephen Colbert of the Comedy 
Central show The Colbert Report 
has declared Dressage his “SPORT 
OF THE SUMMER” due to the 
successful bid for the Olympics of 
Rafalca, an Oldenburg owned by 
Ann Romney.

Mr. Colbert promises to promote 
dressage throughout the Olympic 
Summer Games with his usual, 
tongue-in-cheek, sometimes-
hilarious comedic spin on issues and 
events.

To view his already aired 
announcement and more on 
Dressage, visit the Colbert Nation 
website at www.colbertnation.com 
and search Dressage. ENJOY!

Stephen Colbert, of The 
Colbert Report Declared 
Dressage the “Sport Of The 
Summer!”
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High Score Awards
SLADS June Summer Festival Dressage Show
Training Level:  Pamela Davies on Fiyero with a 71.429%

First Level:  Kim Gentry on Leonardo with a 75.581%

Second Level:  JT Burnley on Ron William 2 with a 75.132%

Third Level:  Jessica Fussner on I’ve Been Ripped with a 66.923%

Fourth Level:  Katheryn Fleming-Kuhn on Dulcinea BF with a 71.892%
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We’d like to send a warm welcome to new SLADS members for 2012.

Stephanie Pfaff
Peggy Menke
Andy Amsden
Alexandra Barth
Amy Biggs
Lindsay Cross-Culver 
Kate Fleming-Kuhn
Donna Gottman
Rachel Hill
Leigh-Ann Johnson
Christina Johnson

Rosemary Kaskowitz
Kate Lewis
Kari Lewis
Libby Montegomery
Caroline Morgan
Wilfred Sauer
Sue Schultz
Jenna Upchurch
Haley Vander Pluym 
Morgan Wheat

Thank You
 We’d like to thank CWD Saddles, 

Homestead Vet, Buckeye Nutrition, 
Dr. Terry Surtin, Debra Williams, and 
Epique Equestrian for their generous 
donations to the PSG Jackpot Class 
held on June 16. 

Thank you Straatman Feed and 
Cavalor for their generous gift 
baskets of products! 

We’d also like to send a special 
thank you to A Plus Feeds for their 
continued support by donating 

1.5% of all sales made by SLADS 
members to our schooling show 
awards.

As always, a big thank you to our 
sponsors.

Those who are interested in 
supporting SLADS Shows by 
donating, please contact Kathy at 
EpiqueEquestrian@aol.com. 
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Prudential Alliance, REALTORS 
314-872-6626, 314-852-9223 

View this listing and additional photos at: 
www.LouiseShapleigh.com 

With closed transactions ranging from  
$5.4 million to $70,750… 

“No deal is too big or too small -  
It’ll be a breeze with Louise!” 

IDEAL HORSE PROPERTY NEAR WARRENTON, MO -  

Over 10 hilltop acres, just 10 minutes from downtown  
Warrenton.  Custom-built home with 3 bedrooms, 2 full 

baths, WOW! kitchen with granite countertops and travertine 
backsplash, wood floors throughout, updated baths, large 
deck, large 5-foot chain link dog pen off walk-out lower 

level.  Custom-built 3-stall barn with overhang and runs off 
each stall, heated tack/laundry room/wash rack with hot and 
cold water, USDF standard dressage arena (80’x200’) with 
limestone and sand footing, storage for 500 hay bales, could 

add 4th stall. Call for a tour today!  Or view many photos 
online at website listed below and type in MLS # 11021508.
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A + NUTRITIONAL FEEDS

we donate 1.5% of all sales 
made by SLADS members to 

SLADS Schooling Show Awards!  

58 West Hwy N • Wentzville, MO  63385
www.aplusfeeds.com • (636) 327-0594

A+ carries all your pet supplies!

Feeds, Supplies, Products, and Services.

Shop at

SLADS
is a small group of dressage 

enthusiasts, dependent upon 
its members, sponsors and 
donations for its success.

Will you be a sponsor?

contact Kathy EpiqueEquestrian@aol.com
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Melissa is a USDF Certified Instructor Through 4th Level and a USDF Bronze, Silver 
and Gold Medalist.

She has trained with many successful Dressage Instructors in the world, including FEI 
Judge Lilo Fore, Pan Am Double Gold Medalist Christopher Hickey, Danish coach and 
rider Morten Tompson, the legendary Conrad Schumacher, Isabell Werth, Ulla 
Salzgeber, Steffen Peters and Henk Van Bergen.

Received numerous regional and national awards including Horse of the Year awards 
and Regional Championships.

She has guided many students to 
achieve USDF Medals and Horse of 
the Year standings, as well as 
countless regional awards.

Melissa Allen Dressage

www.melissaallendressage.com
            913-669-4779

Melissa Allen Clinic 
July 28-29 at Diana Murphy’s Private Faciltiy

More dates coming soon.

Please contact Diana at lilly4087@charter.net or 
636-587-3090 for information on riding or 

auditing.
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Enjoy a new dimension of fitness and focus 
through private riding instruction.  The discipline  

of dressage (dre säsz—from the French word dresser, to train)  

allows participants to enjoy exercise, improved balance and flexibility, relaxation 

and the powerful connection established between rider and horse.	  

 
"Brianna Rose Zwilling on Dimaggio"	   

ENTER THE WORLD OF CLASSICAL RIDING      
At Epique Equestrian, you will discover 
the perfect blend of sport and art.  Lesson 
hours are flexible to accommodate busy 
professionals, and you will ride in comfort 
year-round in our indoor arena. 

Whether you’re a beginner or advanced 
rider, private lessons afford you limitless 
possibilities of achievement.  We invite 
you to visit and see for yourself.  Call for a 
personal demonstration.

 
Don’t just dream about riding, contact  
Kathy Yamaguchi at EpiqueEquestrian@aol.com,  
636-828-5551, or visit our website:  
www.epiqueequestrian.com and “like” us on Facebook  


