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SLADS is a USDF Group Member Organization (GMO) and SLADS members are automatical ly USDF Group

Members (GMs). For USDF Participating Membership, members must apply directly to USDF.

St. Louis Area Dressage Society Education and Scholarship Program (EASP)

By Sarah Szachnieski

What an exciting and challenging year it has been getting the SLADS EASP up and
going. The SLADS EASP is its own entity; a 501 c3 created for the purpose of supporting
the education and scholarship program. We have a great opportunity in the SLADS EASP
in that it is a tax deductible 501 c3. The Education Committee and the Scholarship
committee are eager to be able to plan some new and exciting events through this new
entity, including symposiums and hopeful ly cl inic opportunities in the future.

Unfortunately as with every newly founded organization, we need start-up funds. The
committees are brainstorming fundraisers that would create income for the SLADS EASP
to sponsor events. I f you are feeling so incl ined and would l ike to make a tax deductible
donation to the SLADS EASP please contact myself or Sharon Layeski. Contributions wil l
be considered EASP sponsors and wil l be advertised as such or can be made
anonymously.

INTRODUCING A NEW SLADS MEMBER.. . I t is al l in the family

Hi Shelley,
Just a short note of introduction. My name is Sonja Hampton and I had a passon for horses all my

life. I was introduced to dressage when my daughter, Stephanie Pfaff, began showing her Arabians in
this division as a junior.

I began riding in this area with Andy Amsden in 2010 and attended my first SLADS Show that fall
and began a year long search for my own horse. I found Tagg Yorr It, a half arab/Freisan on
Dreamhorse.com in the middle of the night just before Christmas and Andy went to Colorado to get
him for me. Due to a series of health‐related issues, I haven't ridden him since last Spring but
enjoyed watching Andy, my daughter, and several barn buddies win multiple local, regional, and
national awards with him. I've not given up on riding him. Just delayed.

Stephanie Pfaff is my daughter. She has a full schedule as a mom of three, a flight nurse for Air
Evac, and enjoying her horses. She has an Arab, Mycaszo, and an Arab/Oldenburg gelding named
Ripley, that she is just starting. We are looking forward to another fun and exciting year. Her five
year old daughter, Dahlia, is already into riding and will be doing leadline again this year.

‐‐ Sonja Hampton
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FROM KATHY YAMAGUCHI, SLADS BOARD MEMBER

I am very excited to be involved with The Dressage Foundation as MO State Representative! Last

year, this program was created with the mission to better serve the dressage community al l across the

United States. My role wil l be providing information about TDF through newsletters and our website to

keep the organization and its members informed about dressage in our state.

Since 1 989, donors to The Dressage Foundation have generously provided grants and

scholarships to riders of al l ages / levels, judges, instructors, breeders, and non-profit organizations.

Each month, I wil l "highl ight" one of the many funds available in the SLADS newsletters. See the

article below which features Suzie Halle's experience at the "Spanish Riding School's Heldenberg

Training Center" which was made possible through the Dressage Foundation.

The Dressage Foundation is looking for donors. Visit www.dressagefoundation.org or

call (402) 434-8585 to make a contribution or learn more about how your donation can benefit our

sport and you! Your donation of any amount wil l be greatly appreciated. Please feel free to contact

me if you'd l ike more information or have suggestions, questions, or comments by email ing Kathy

Yamaguchi at EpiqueEquestrian@aol.com. Thank you!

SRS HELDENBERG TRAINING CENTER

Adult Amateur Suzie Halle' Shares Her Experience

As the first North American Adult Amateur to receive and use a grant from The

Dressage Foundation's Heldenberg Training Center Fund to attend theoretical

courses at the Spanish Riding School's Training Center in Heldenberg, it is a

privi lege to share with you some of what I experienced there. Thanks to Ralph

Dreitzler and family, who established the grant, I am able to share these dispatches

with you.

I hope that this report wil l help you feel l ike you are right there with me at the three riding school

centers in Piber, Heldenberg and Vienna, as well as at some cultural stops along the way.

These accounts wil l delve into some of the specifics of the training I received in the two

courses, "Training of the Young Horse" and "Work on the Long Rein," as well as some tips from

my private lunge lesson that took place at the very end of my training.

Read Suzie's story, see photos, and view videos from her time at the Spanish Riding School. . .

http: //www.dressagefoundation.org/home.htm
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MINUTES OF THE SLADS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MARCH 201 4

Held At: St. Louis County Library Daniel Boone Branch

In Attendance: Kathy Yamaguchi, Sarah Szachnieski, Shelley Brubaker, Diane Upchurch, Dawn White, Kathryn

Kent, Lesl ie Burket, Christine Finch, Kim McIntosh, Sharon Layeski

EDUCATION COMMITTEE:

Kat is fol lowing a site called the “digital horse” – on Facebook. I t is a website that is built for education focusing

on Dressage. The company is offering to have the program available to SLADS members for $500. She has

offered to create an icon and a login for each SLADS member to use. The digital horse owner has been invited

to attend the June show and promote her program. Website is www.thedigitalhorse.com She is wil l ing to assist in

the animation of training tips.

A motion was made to pay $500 for the digital horse program as part of a membership perk for SLADS. Motion

was made and seconded and passes unanimously.

Lesl ie and the education committee are putting together a survey to send to the general membership to

determine what the membership wants to see for symposiums.

SCHOOLING SHOW COMMITTEE:

Schooling show judges contracts are out. First schooling show is scheduled for Apri l . Schooling show committee

wil l work to determine which schooling shows wil l have a CT in combination.

RECOGNIZED SHOW:

Jessie and the committee are working to get judges for the 201 5/201 6 year. Working to set up the competitor’s

party for Saturday evening.

Dawn suggested Fox Creek Training Centers website, www.dressageandmore.com as a resource for the

organization.

MEMBERSHIP:

Shelley asked what is the definition of “FAMILY” for membership, Kim made the motion that a family is immediate

family l iving under the same roof with dependent children for which you are providing support as a Junior or

Young rider. All were in favor, motion carried.

Sharon presented the budget as proposed for the 201 4 year.

Budget was discussed with the general membership in attendance reviewing the estimated income vs expenses.

Discussion was held on the need for fundraising for the SLADS-EASP in order to fund the education committee

so that they can host symposiums and clinics for SLADS. Kat and Sarah wil l work to get a brochure together for
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the benefits of SLADS, and Diane wil l assist with the layout and printing.

Ajourned at 8:34 PM

Respectful ly submitted,

SARAH SZACHNIESKI

SLADS Secretary

SLADS EASP called to order 8:35

Minutes approved from the planning meeting held in February.

Treasurer's Report: $2974.00. $1 000 is designated to the scholarship fund for the remaining amount due to

the recipients. Budget was reviewed for the EASP. Banking account is to be established this month for the

EASP.

EASP Meeting closed 8:51 PM

Respectful ly submitted,

SARAH SZACHNIESKI

SLADS Secretary

Meeting Minutes (cont.)

www.warriorsheartfoundation.org
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The Dressage Foundation Awards Continuing Education Grants To Four Dressage

Instructors

RELEASE: March 1 3, 201 4

AUTHOR/ADMINISTRATOR: The Dressage Foundation

The Dressage Foundation's Continuing Education for Dressage Instructors Fund,

establ ished by Maryal and Charles Barnett, has awarded grants to four individuals to

attend the United States Dressage Federation's Instructor Certification Program.

Jaki Hardy (Santa Rosa, CA), Megan McIsaac (Oregon, WI), Stacy Wil l iams (Ivins,

UT) and Zoe Krause (Algonac, MI) each received a $1 ,250 grant to further their

education as instructors.

“We are pleased to offer these instructor grants, thanks to the generosity of the

Barnett’s, " said Jenny Johnson, TDF's Executive Director. "I t is important for

instructors to continue their education for the betterment of our sport as a whole. The

USDF Instructor Certification Program has been beneficial for so many instructors, so

we encourage others to apply for these grants in the future.”

Instructors attending any portion of the Instructor Certification Program, including the workshops, pre-

certification, and testing, can use individual grants through this Fund. Individual grants are awarded twice

per year and the next deadline for applications is July 1 , 201 4.

Additional ly, five $1 ,000 grants are available to GMOs that are organizing an instructor education event. The

funds can be used to offset some of the expenses involved in conducting a USDF Instructor Certification

Program, or to organize a general educational event for area instructors. These applications must be

received at least 90 days prior to the event.

For more information about the Continuing Education for Dressage Instructors Fund or The Dressage

Foundation, please contact Jenny Johnson at (402) 434-8585 or visit www.dressagefoundation.org.

Stacy Wil l iams (Dow Wil l iams)

OF INTEREST

Some people say that horses have 5 hearts because blood is pumped back up to the heart as

the feet expand and contract with each step. When the foot is set down on the ground, it expands

and fi l ls with blood. When the foot is picked up, it contracts and the blood is sent back up the hoof

to the heart. One litre of blood is pumped through the body every 20 strides.
-- Contributed by Leslie Burket
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SLADS-SPONSORED EVENTS

SLADS Monthly Membership Meeting
•Tuesday, Apri l 1 5, 201 4 7pm-9pm
•St. Louis County Library – Daniel Boone Branch
•300 Clarkson Road, Ell isvi l le, MO

SLADS Schooling Show – Arena B
•Saturday, Apri l 26, 201 4
•Judge: Jan Pecora
•National Equestrian Center, Lake St. Louis, MO

SLADS Monthly Membership Meeting
•Tuesday, May 1 2, 201 4 7pm-9pm
•St. Louis County Library – Daniel Boone Branch
•300 Clarkson Road, Ell isvi l le, MO

SLADS Summer Festivals I & I I
•June 6-8, 201 4
•National Equestrian Center
•Lake St. Louis, MO

SLADS Monthly Membership Meeting
•Tuesday, June 9, 201 4 7pm-9pm
•St. Louis County Library – Daniel Boone Branch
•300 Clarkson Road, Ell isvi l le, MO

SLADS Schooling Shows – Arenas A & B
•Saturday & Sunday, July 1 9-201
•Judges: Ken Borden & Miki Christopherson
•National Equestrian Center, Lake St. Louis, MO

SLADS Schooling Show – Arena B
•Saturday, August 1 0, 201 4
•Judge: Kim Krikhaus
•National Equestrian Center, Lake St. Louis, MO

SLADS Schooling Show – Arena B
•Saturday, September 20, 201 4
•Judge: Claudia Misner
•National Equestrian Center, Lake St. Louis, MO

SLADS Fall Classic
•October 11 & 1 2, 201 4
•National Equestrian Center
•Lake St. Louis, MO

SLADS Schooling Show – Arena B
•Saturday, November 29, 201 4
•Judge: Kathy Childs
•National Equestrian Center, Lake St. Louis, MO

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Alison Sader Larson Clinic - Apri l 1 1 -1 3, 201 4
Epique Equestrian - Wentzvil le, MO
Auditing wil l be $20 (lunch included) which wil l be
donated to the Dressage Foundation
Contact Kathy at (636) 828-5551 or via email at
EpiqueEquestrian@aol.com

Alison Sader Larson Clinic – May 2-4, 201 4
Epique Equestrian - Wentzvil le, MO
Auditing wil l be $20 (lunch included) which wil l be
donated to the Dressage Foundation
Contact Kathy at (636) 828-5551 or via email at
EpiqueEquestrian@aol.com

Southern I l l inois Dressage Classic – 27-28 September
201 4
DuQuoin Fairgrounds, DuQuoin, IL
Judge: Cheryl Holekamp ‘r’
www. ledadressage

Arkansas Dressage Society has scheduled the next two
workshops of the USDF Instructor Certification Program.
The Riding Workshop wil l be held May 30-June1 . Vickie
Hammers O'Neil wil l conduct the workshop. The
Teaching Workshop is set for June 27-29 with Sarah
Geike as workshop leader. Both workshops wil l include
a classroom session Friday afternoon. Mounted
sessions Saturday and Sunday and wil l be held at
Diamond TR Ranch, which is located about 30 minutes
west of Little Rock at 1 441 9 Highway 1 0, Perryvil le, AR.
Hotel accommodations at Little Rock. Auditors are
welcome and spaces are available. For more information
please contact ADS President Judith Dent at
JADent@uams.edu

UP COMING EVENTS

For up-to-the-minute news about SLADS and

area events, join us on Facebook

OR

Bookmark our website and visit often

WWW.SLADS.ORG

www.slads.org
www.facebook.com/groups/9681073446
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SHOWPREPARATION

Have you ever had that sinking feeling when you get to a show and something is missing? We’ve all done it. Not

a good way to start your event. Here is a l ist of items you might find helpful, especial ly if traveling out of town.
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SLADS SPONSORS
Click logo for more information

www.aplusfeeds.com
www.barryupchurchrealty.com
www.facebook.com/groups/337300179616471/
www.integrity-livestock.com
www.louiseshapleigh.com
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SLADS SPONSORS
Click logo for more information

www.alpineshop.com
www.theupstorelocal.com/2188
www.midriversequine.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheTackTrunk
www.homesteadvet.net
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