
HOOFPRINTS
The St. Louis Area Dressage Society Newsletter October 201 4

SLADS is a USDF Group Member Organization (GMO) and SLADS members are automatical ly USDF Group

Members (GMs). For USDF Participating Membership, members must apply directly to USDF.

SLADS FALL CLASSIC

Saturday, October 11 & Sunday, October 1 2, 201 4

National Equestrian Center, Lake St. Louis, MO
JUDGES:

Maryal Barnett, S

Janet Curtis, S

Bev Rogers, S

TECHNICAL DELEGATE

Anne Sushko, r

MANAGER: John Simpson SECRETARY: Jeanne Craver

PRIX ST. GEORGE JACKPOT on Saturday evening

For more information, go to www.slads.org and click on Prize List

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are coming to the end of the SLADS Competition Season. Opportunities to obtain your volunteer hours for

Year End Awards are dwindl ing. After the Rated Show in October, there wil l only be the November Schooling

Show. We need your help with both shows but especial ly, our October Show. If you can help, please contact

Sarah Szachnieski at seszachnieski@gmail .com

As a refresher, here is the number of volunteer hours you need to qualify for SLADS Year End Awards and the

gratuities SLADS offers in recognition of its volunteers.

VOLUNTEER HOURS NEEDED TO QUALIFY FOR YEAR-END AWARDS

Rated Show Awards: 8 volunteer hours worked by you or by someone working in your name.

Schooling Show Awards: 4 volunteer hours worked by you or someone working in your name.

SLADS VOLUNTEERS RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE:

Recognized Show Hours:

4 hours worked - $1 0 gift certificate and SLADS apparel

8 hours worked - $20 gift certificate, SLADS apparel, and a lunch ticket

(Continued on page 2)

http://www.slads.org/ratedshows.html
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(Continued from page 1)

Schooling Shows, Symposiums, Clinics, etc:

8 hours worked - SLADS apparel and lunch (when available)

Please note that volunteer awards (ie. certificates and drawing) are given to the actual worker of the hours even
if those hours are being worked for someone else.

A volunteer’s name wil l be drawn at the SLADS Year-End Banquet. The individual whose name is pul led wil l be

credited with up to $1 50 to participate in a SLADS-sponsored clinic, symposium, or schooling show.

To be eligible to have your name entered in the drawing, you must have worked 1 6 hours as a volunteer (8 of

those hours must be worked at a recognized SLADS show). For each 8 hours that you work, your name wil l be

entered into the drawing; doubling, tripl ing, your chances to win.

SLADS Board members are not el igible for this drawing.

COMPETITORS2

DON’T BE AFRAID TO VOLUNTEER! WE WILL WORK WITH YOU AND YOUR RIDE TIMES!

Education and Scholarship Program (EASP) Coin Challenge Fund Raiser
The Challenge Continues

The EASP is holding fun way to raise funds for 201 5 scholarships and educational events.

A coin challenge is going out to barns and individuals to collect the most change between

September 1 5 and December 1 5. Winners wil l be announced at the Annual Banquet.

The winning barn wil l receive a ring-side table complete with a goodie basket at the June

Summer Festival 201 5 Competitors Party. Winning individual wil l receive $75 in gift cards

to local establ ishments.

So get your barns and friends together and have fun with this. We can collect your coins

at the October Fall Festival and the November Schooling show at the NEC or you can

contact any board member in your area. I f you can cash your coins and provide the

money that would be great, otherwise we wil l arrange to have the coins counted.
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Save the Date
Saturday, 17 January 2015

for the

SLADS Annual Year-End Awards Banquet

at

Spazio's WestPort

SEEKING NOMINATIONS

At the upcoming SLADS Year-End Awards Banquet, we wil l be electing two new

officers, Vice President and Secretary, along with four Board Members at Large. We

are seeking SLADS members who would l ike to work with us to continue to improve

upon an organization that is open to all riders with an interest in and love of dressage.

In the coming year, we wil l be hosting the 201 5 Great American Insurance Group/

USDF Region 4 Championship. This is always exciting and, while it is work, it is fun to

put together an event that reflects well on Region 4, St. Louis, SLADS, and the people

who value dressage in this area.

Qualifications for the Board, either as an officer or as a Board Member at Large, is that

you are a SLADS member (now or in 201 5) and that you love horses. Riders from the

discipl ines of Eventing and Western Dressage are welcomed. You bring a different

perspective to our organization.

I f you are interested in joining the SLADS Board of Directors, you are welcomed to
contact any of the present members or contact Dawn White via email at
horseridermom@gmail .com or US Postal at 6009 Wild Wood Ct. High Ridge, MO
63049.

We hope you wil l seriously consider joining SLADS Board of Directors.
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SLADS EDUCATION AND SCHOLARSHIP (EASP)
FUND-RAISING EVENT

A DEMONSTRATION AND CLINIC
NOVEMBER 1 AND 2, 201 4

A Demonstration of Through the Levels by Andy Amsden and Aaron Wilson

And Clinic with Aaron Wilson. Aaron's multi-discipl ine experience in Dressage and

Jumping gives him a broad spectrum of tools to help riders communicate with their

horses. His training experience also includes: Performance Western Riding, and Eventing.

To be held at Quarter Line Dressage, 1 7899 Wild Horse Creek Rd, Chesterfield, MO. A

Flyer with more information is shown on page 1 2 of this newsletter. Contact Dawn White

at horseridermom@gmail .com or visit the SLADS website for more information.

Reservations required.

HEADS UP, EVERYONE

NEW USEF DRESSAGE TESTS ARE COMING

Just when you have the 2011 -201 4 USEF Dressage Tests for your

level nailed down, they are changing. The tests are usually changed

every four years. New tests wil l go into effect 1 December 201 4. For

those of you who are traveling to Florida, this doesn't leave a lot of

time for learning or practice. For the rest of us, it means memorization work over the

winter months and keeping our fingers crossed that we don't get confused when we go

back into the ring.

The new tests have not been issued at this time. General ly, USEF makes them available

in late October or early November. In the past, USEF has placed a link on their site that

al lows you to print the new tests. Hopeful ly, Whinny Widgets, Digital Horse, and other

sites wil l have the tests available around the same time or shortly thereafter.

NOTE : A SLADS Board Meeting was not held in September due to inclement weather.
Minutes are not available for September.
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For the Love of the Horse

by dressagedifferent

Many of us who are horse lovers have been so since we were

children. Some of us outgrew this stage and some of us rekindled

our love later in l ife. For some of us, this love never abated.

Just as there are many paths in l ife, there are many different types of

horse people. This is something that I try to keep constantly in mind.

My reason for riding is not your reason for riding, and my reason is

not superior to yours. We spend reckless amounts of money on

these creatures for the privi lege of spending time with them. We do this

because they give us something.

There are those who humanize horses, or romanticize them into pseudo-magical creatures. For me, these

actions do horses a disservice. What makes horses amazing needs no embell ishment.

Horses are l inked to us in our need for others. We are both social creatures, us predators and them prey.

They are massive, powerful creatures that, if they wanted, could render the l ittle arrangement we have of us

riding them completely void. They could knock us down. They could fl ing us to the furthest reaches of the

barn. They could charge us, pick us up and toss us out of their stal ls. God knows if our positions were

reversed most of us would take advantage of that power. And yet, by and large, they don't.

Their tolerance is amazing. Daily we see horses taking a certain measure of discomfort with acceptance.

Even the horse on the best footing, with that custom saddle and a soft handed rider comes out muscle sore

and achy on occasion. But many do not have those ideal circumstances. And so through a myriad of

discomforts, annoyances, pains and distractions, they sti l l carry us about. How many times have we seen a

horse with an undiagnosed injury sti l l obey the command to trot before we see what is wrong? How many

times does a horse spook and then refocus their attention on us to continue working? How many horses

have had riders learn to sit the trot on their backs, try to figure out half halts, panic and pull on their faces

and afterward they nicker for their cookies.

Contrast that with us. We as humans are sl ighted and then retal iate, hurt and hurt in kind, have hectic and

fractured l ives. What horses give us, if we allow them, is a moment out of this aggressive, cerebral,

complicated world in which we live. Horses are simple creatures, and I do not mean this with an ounce of

condescension or insult. They seek calmness and stabil ity and once they achieve these things, are at

peace. They are ignorant of the constant ambitions, covetings and angst that happen around them. I t is a bit

funny that we have built an empire of fashion, competition and commerce around these creatures who are

bought and sold as commodities within it and the entire time all they want is a good graze.

(Continued on page 5)

Photo by Jeffery Newcomer
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(Continued from page 4)

Again, why I ride is not why you ride. Why I love horses is not why you love horses. None the less,

everyone who is involved with horses received something from them. I t could be a sense of kindness,

of unjudging tolerance. I t could be the power they allow you to hold over them. I t could be the awards

and ribbons they allow you to earn.

What we do, we do for the love of the horse or more specifical ly, for what the horse gives us. They are

not unicorns. They are not magical. But they are amazing creatures to whom I have dedicated my life.

---- Bonnie Walker

www.DressageDifferent.com

SLADS DRESSAGE SCHOLARSHIPS

For 201 5, SLADS is offering two $1 ,000 Dressage Scholarships. These

scholarships wil l be awarded to a junior/young rider and an adult amateur rrider.

They are provided by the St. Louis Area Dressage Society Education and

Scholarship Program (EASP) which is funded through donations and events such

as the Coin Challenge.

These scholarships may be used for training, attending cl inics, and seminars. They are to be used

to support the recipient’s dressage education. I f you wish, it can be used to help with showing

expenses for both recognized and schooling shows. However, they may NOT be used to purchase

tack, clothing, pay for veterinarian costs, etc. The goal of these scholarships is to support and

further the applicant’s dressage education and goals.

To qualify for the 201 5 SLADS Dressage Scholarship, you must be a member of SLADS prior to 1

July 201 4. You must ful ly complete the Scholarship application. There is one for Junior/Young

Riders and a separate one for Adult Amateurs riders. The completed application must be sent to

the name listed on the application before 1 5 November 201 4.

For each scholarship, SLADS has three independent judges review the Junior/Young Rider

applications and a different three judges review those from Adult Amateur riders. The names of the

scholarship recipients wil l be announced at the SLADS Annual Award Banquet which wil l be held in

January 201 5.

You wil l find additional information regarding the two scholarship along with the individual

application forms on www.slads.org .

http://dressagedifferent.com
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DAVID MARCUS CLINIC

Royal Oaks Equestrian Center is welcoming back David Marcus on October 4th and 5th! David wil l be

freshly back from Europe after competing at Aachen and The World Equestrian Games. Please contact

Pam Davies on Facebook, by e-mail at pdavies2006@aol.net, or cal l 636-463-1 390. Auditing is $35

per day or $60 for both. This fee includes lunch. Auditing fee's need to be prepaid.

GEORGE WILLIAMS CLINIC

SAVE THE DATE!! Epique Equestrian LLC is proud to be hosting a clinic with George Wil l iams on

the weekend of November 1 5 and 1 6. The current president of USDF is actively involved in the

dressage community through both USDF, USEF and a prominent figure in international dressage

as well . You wil l not want to miss this! To audit the cl inic, please check SLADS website and

Epique Equestrian's FB page for detai ls.

RIDE WITH THE EXPERTS

November 1 4, 1 5 & 1 6, 201 4

Nebraska Horse Expo at the Lancaster Event Center in Lincoln, NE

Participants wil l be able to ride with Betsy Steiner in 2 sessions, with Part A (Saturday) focusing on

theory behind techniques and exercises while Part B (Sunday) wil l focus on application of techniques

with an emphasis on true connection. The fee to ride is only $1 00 (does not include stabling, shavings

or gate passes to the Expo) for both sessions and we are sti l l accepting applicants.

The four sessions include:

Good Seat, Good Horse. The Importance of Core Stabil ity (Part A-Sat. Nov 1 5, 9-1 0 am, Part B-Sun

Nov 1 6, 9-1 0 am) Limited to TWO Second Level & above horse/riders.

Lateral Work Made Easy

(Part A-Sat. Nov 1 5, 1 1 am-Noon; Part B-Sun. Nov 1 5, 1 0-11 am)

Limited to ONE horse/rider with sol id Leg Yield, Shoulder-In and Half Pass.

Exercises for Lead Changes

(Part A-Sat. Nov 1 5, 2-3 pm; Part B-Sun. Nov 1 6, 1 1 am-Noon) Limited to TWO Second Level & Above

horse/riders with sol id counter canter.

How to Use Your Body Language to Collect Your Horse

(Part A-Sat. Nov 1 5, 5-6 pm; Part B-Sun. Nov 1 6 1 -2 pm) Limited to TWO Training Level & Above

horse/riders)

For more information contact Patty Lavelle at pattyL@windstream.net or check out the Expo website at

www.NebraskaHorseExpo.org.
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SLADS-SPONSORED
EVENTS

SLADS Fall Classic

• October 11 & 1 2, 201 4

• National Equestrian Center

• Lake St. Louis, MO

SLADS EASP Fund-Raising Event

• Through the Levels Demonstration

with Andy Amsden and Clinic/Fix-A-

Test with Aaron Wilson, Nationwide

Equestrian.

• To be held at Quarter Line

Dressage, 1 7899 Wild Horse Creek

Rd, Chesterfield, MO.

• Reservations required, fees tax

deductible.

• Contact Dawn White at

horseridermom@gmail .com or visit the

SLADS website for more information.

SLADS Schooling Show – Arena B

• Saturday, November 29, 201 4

• Judge: Kathy Childs

• National Equestrian Center, Lake St.

Louis, MO

• LAST Schooling Show of this

competition year.

SLADS Year-End Awards Banquet and

General Membership Meeting

• January 24, 201 5

• Spezio's at Westport

• More information wil l fol low.

UP-COMING EVENTS

For up-to-date information about SLADS

events and other equestrian activities in

our area, join us on Facebook.

OR

Bookmark our website and visit often .

WWW.SLADS. ORG

OTHER EQUESTRIAN EVENTS

1 6 Nov - Queeny Park Equestrian Event
Hunter Pace
Queeny Park - 550 Weidman Rd. , St. Louis
MO

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

4-5 October - David Marcus Clinic at Royal

Oaks Equestrian Center.

Royal Oaks Equestrian Center is welcoming

back David Marcus on October 4th and 5th!

David wil l be freshly back from Europe after

competing at Aachen and The World

Equestrian Games. This is a wonderful

opportunity to learn from a talented trainer and

rider. David's clear teaching style makes it

easy for the riders to learn as well as auditors!

Please contact me on Facebook, by e-mail at

pdavies2006@aol.net, or cal l 636-463-1 390.

Auditing is $35 per day or $60 for both. This

fee includes lunch. Auditing fee's need to be

prepaid.

1 5-1 6 November – A Clinic with George

Wil l iams

Location: Epique Equestrian, 3955 Hoffman

Road, Wentzvil le, MO 63385

Auditing for 1 day = $45/$65 for both days

To reserve your spot, please contact Kathy

@ (636) 828-5551 or e-mail at

EpiqueEquestrian@aol.com

7-9 November - Maryal Barnett Clinic at

Stoney Hil l Stables in Columbia, MO. Maryal

just received the prestigious l ifetime

achievement award from the USDF!! Contact

Holly Rice at greyhorsecomm@aol.com or

phone (573) 999-7337(Cell) or (573) 256-1 962

(home) for more information.

WWW.SLADS.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/groups/98681073446/
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SLADS SPONSORS
Click logo for more information

www.aplusfeeds.com
www.barryupchurchrealty.com
www.facebook.com/groups/337300179616471/
www.louiseshapleigh.com
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SLADS SPONSORS
Click logo for more information

www.alpineshop.com
www.theupstorelocal.com/2188
www.midriversequine.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheTackTrunk
www.homesteadvet.net
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