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SLADS is excited to begin the new year 2017 with our Annual Membership Meeting and 

traditional Year-End Awards Banquet. Please make plans to join us on January 21, 2017 

at the National Equestrian Center. Doors will open at 6:00p and dinner will be served at 

6:30p. Come enjoy our special guest speaker, vote for the 2017 class of SLADS Board 

Members, and celebrate our volunteers’ and riders’ 2016 dressage accomplishments. 

The recipients of our EASP Junior/Young Rider and Amateur Rider $1,000.00 

scholarships will also be announced, and we hope you’ll bid generously on the many 

wonderful silent auction items donated to support our on-going 2017 education 

efforts, donations to silent auction to be accepted at the door. 

Our group is also looking forward to hosting one more USDF L-Program Session, Session 

C, in February2017, after which will follow the winter lull to be broken in April 

beginnings with many SLADS/SLADS-recognized schooling shows, clinics, seminars and, 

of course, the SLADS Summer Festivals and Fall Classic. For specific events and dates, 

please check out our SLADS calendar on our Facebook page, and if you’d like an event 

publicized on our calendar or in our newsletter, please contact our interim editor Sarah 

Szachnieski at seszachnieski@gmail.com.  

Please remember, too, that SLADS memberships run concurrent to the USEF/USDF’s 

year, December to November. This means that your membership application is 

overdue. Please look for an application form in this newsletter as well as on our 

website. Applicants are welcome to submit payments for dues on-line via PayPal or by 

check through the mail to our Membership Committee Chair, Shelley Brubaker. 

Shelley’s address is provided on the form, but if you have any questions about the 

process, please don’t hesitate to email shelleytbru@yahoo.com.  

mailto:seszachnieski@gmail.com
mailto:shelleytbru@yahoo.com


PART A: 
SESSION C 

USDF 
• 

L-PROGRAM 

FEBRUARY 18-19, 2017 
NOTE OUR NEW VENUES IN ILLINOIS 

SLADS is proud to host USDF L-PROGRAM Instructor Trenna 
Atkins who joins us in our new venue locations in Illinois to 
teach registered participants and auditors about judges’ 
collective marks, riders’ equitation and biomechanics as well 
as dressage basics from Training Level through Second Level. 

Saturday’s meeting will be held in a classroom setting at the 
Hilton Garden Inn St. Louis/O’Fallon and utilize slideshow 
visuals, video examples, extensive explanation, and 
participant discussion.  

Sunday’s gathering will take place in the indoor arena at 
Grand Paradise Ranch where multiple demonstration riders 
and their horses will execute both individual movements and 
full tests while instructor Trenna Atkins and participants score 
and share their evaluations so to learn from one anothers’ 
observations 

REGISTER NOW 
AUDITORS 

Contact 
Dana Ferris 

danaferris@icloud.com 
(214) 616-0918 cell  

Auditors are welcome for $45 per 
person per day.  

Lunch will be provided to all 
participants and auditors who have 
registered and paid in advance.  



January 21, 2017 at 6 PM 

Awards Banquet and Annual Meeting 

NEC, Registration Required contact Dana Ferris at 

danaferris@icloud.com  

January 28, 2017 

Britta Johnston Clinic 

Riverside Equestrian Center 

For more information contact : 

Laura Ivan at 314.520.3411 

February 8th , 2017 at 8 AM 

Moray Nicholas Dressage & Show Jumping Clinic 

Contact Royal Oaks Equestrian Center for more info 

February 18th & 19th, 2017 

USDF L Program Part A Session C  

See flyer included for more information 

June 2-4th, 2017 

SLADS Summer Festival– National Equestrian Center 

July 15th, 2017; August 26th, 2017; October 28th, 2017, November 25th, 2017 

SLADS Schooling Show - National Equestrian Center 

October 14 and 15th, 2017 

SLADS Fall Classic– National Equestrian Center 

Please submit calendar events to seszachnieski@gmail.com 
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Ann Gioia calls to order this meeting of the Board at Old Pond School at 7:08p. 

Roll Call: In attendance are Ann Gioia (P), Caroline Bean (S), Dana Ferris (T), Sarah Szachnieski (D), Leslie Burket 
(D), Steven Marchal (D). Excused are Kari Felton (VP), Pat McNamara (D), Marsha Simpson (D), Sharon Layeski (D), 
and Sharrian Bakker (D). Guests in attendance are Mai Sturm and Susan Jensen.  

MOVED by Sarah Szachnieski and SECONDED by Leslie Burket: that the Board accept the November Board minutes 
as published. PASSED 

Executive Reports 

Report of the President: Ann Gioia thanks everyone for work well done to organize and host both the November 
USDF L-Program and the USDF Annual Meeting and Convention in St. Louis. She keeps her remarks here brief and 
invites reports from other to begin immediately. 

Report of the Secretary: Caroline Bean thanks Dana Ferris for completing the minutes from the November 
meeting as family obligations kept Caroline from attending the meeting. She confirms her interest in continuing in the 
position of Secretary and, as always, appreciates the help she receives from SLADS while looking forward to serving 
them in turn.  

Report of the Treasurer: Dana Ferris provides the Board a “snapshot” of income/expense from January 2016 
through November 2016. See Exhibit A below. She notes that only one bill that she knows about for the Fall Classic 
remains without an invoice to SLADS and asks Leslie Burket to follow up with the show photographer for this bill. In 
addition, Dana reports that the collection of auditor fees was much more successful at the November “B” Session 
since adding the “check-in” table. Thank you to Director Pat Macnamara and Susan Jensen for volunteering to work 
the registration desk. In addition, special thank you to Susan Jensen for volunteering to order and pick up lunch for 
the Session both days.  

Regarding the convention, Dana reports that SLADS spent approximately $1,000 on promotional items shared with 
attendees either in welcome bags or banquet table décor. She is still expecting to receive a bill for the rental of  
arch decorations and needs to consult further with the Board about decorating expenses as they relate to the 
budgeted amount approved for this event.  

MOVED by Steven Marchal and SECONDED by Sarah Szachnieski that Anne Gioia and Kari Felton 
communicate with vendors regarding invoiced convention billing as these conform to the 2016 SLADS 
Budget. PASSED. 

Exhibit A: Snapshot YTD Income/Expense 
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Committee Reports 

Membership Committee: Committee Chair Shelley Brubaker was not able to attend this meeting but forwarded 
her report to the Board, offering the current 2017 roster of SLADS members. Given that November 30 is the end of 
our annual membership year, the roster appears “light” in number. This is not atypical for the time of year.  

Dana Ferris has reformatted the membership application/renewal form to be more reader-friendly and to withhold a 
specific application year/date. She invites all Board members to review it with the hope it may be put into use 
immediately. Dana also inquired about membership promotion ideas and whether the Board wishes to pursue a more 
pro-active pursuit of renewals before the December 1 USDF renewal deadline. Discussion on this topic included the 
observation that membership renewals very frequently take place at the annual meeting/awards banquet. Dana will 
consider further with Shelley what membership campaign ideas may be worth investigating and presenting to the 
Board in 2017. 

Confirmation comes that the SLADS Buzz Book is available on-line at the SLADS.org website through the members 
only login access. No printed version of the Buzz Book is expected.  

Education Committee: 

L Program/Session A&B Review – Dana Ferris confirms that the registration desk set up for Session B was very 
successful in collecting outstanding funds due to the program and funds due on arrival from auditors. Session A did 
not have a “check-in” area, and invoices have been sent to auditors who do not show payment for that session. 
Some addresses are still needed for future invoicing.  

Susan Jensen volunteered to head up lunch plans for Session B and successfully coordinated more affordable lunch 
prices as we moved out of the hotel (and mandatory catering) and to Quarter Line Dressage for lunch. We had pizza 
and salad provided by East Coast Pizza on Saturday and personalized/customized barbeque box lunches from 
Bandana’s on Sunday. Seating was a little more complicated at QLD than at the hotel, but all participants, volunteers 
and auditors were cooperative as they found a good spot to dine.  

L Program/Session C Planning – Anne Gioia reports that she has been in contact with our Session C instructor Trenna 
Atkins. Trenna has asked to stay over on Sunday night prior to returning home after the final session day. She says 
she does not want to “rush” the session on Sunday.  

Saturday’s agenda will be a full-day in the classroom while Sunday will be a full-day of observing demonstration 
rides. Trenna has indicated to Ann that she communicated with Brianna Zwilling about using her facilities at Epique, 
and Ann adds that Jessica Gould also has offered her heated indoor facilities at Grand Paradise Ranch. As 
communication with National Equestrian Center has already been initiated, Ann will follow up with Liz at NEC about 
using Arena B for demo rides for this event. We may also be able to use the upstairs banquet space for the 
presentation “classroom” day as well. The decision here will remain pending for now. Additional information is to 
follow.  

Next, the Board discusses how to attract demonstration riders to the C Session. All agree we must solicit volunteers 
earlier this time as organization of riders last time was more haphazard than desired.  

Caroline Bean offers to sign up auditors for Session C at the SLADS Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet. She 
suggests offering a promotional drive wherein auditors receive a discount for signing up at the Banquet for both 
days.  

November Schooling Show – Dana Ferris reports that the schooling show was well attended, earning SLADS the 
greatest margin of profit from among all the schooling shows this year. 

Schooling Show Judges Contract – Dana Ferris asks if schooling show judge contracts could be shared with her so 
that she may forward these to Geri Muldrow and help manage clearer documentation of agreements made with 
schooling show judges for expenses to be covered by the club. Ann is to send these to Dana.  
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Schooling Show Dates for 2017 – Ann has been in conversation with Liz at the National Equestrian Center regarding 
schooling show dates for the upcoming year. Specific weekend information is still pending, but it may appear that 
two summer, two fall dates are likely.  

Finally, Steven Marchal foreshadows for the Board his intention to put forward a trainer engagement proposal for the 
year 2017.  

Junior/Young Riders Committee: Shariann Bakker could not attend this meeting but forwards her report that 
Hannah Duda is the junior/young rider for the month of December 2017.  

Steve Marchal shares with the Board some concerns he has heard from a few members regarding the detailed 
information published about minors on the SLADS J/YR Facebook page. Sarah Szachnieski confirms that permission 
has been granted by parents to share any information about our riders, and that all is in good order there.  

Communications Committee: 

Website Programming Update – Ann Gioia reports that the programming work contracted at the beginning of 2016 
has now been completed and a link only needs to be established on the www.slads.org menu. All forms posted to the 
website have been streamlined, removing old or outdated forms and ensuring that all links to the same form actually 
arrive the user to the same file. Moreover, all links on the right-hand side of the page have been removed. 

Steve Marchal suggests that some links may still be improved, and Ann invites all to please “play” with the website 
and report to her any difficulties encountered. She is glad to verify all issues are resolved.  

Newsletter: Sarah Szachnieski has volunteered to serve SLADS not only as a Board member but also as the 
newsletter editor. She indicates that she is happy to pass on the responsibilities should an interested party come 
forward but is otherwise able to serve in this capacity until further notice. She asks for all unpublished minutes to be 
forwarded to her as well as the membership application/renewal forms and the ballot for the 2017 elections. She will 
publish our December newsletter within the next five days.  

Awards Committee: 

Awards Banquet – At this time, the Board acknowledges it needs to confirm its banquet reservations. Sarah 
Szachnieski has volunteered to touch base with persons who’ve previously volunteered to organize this. Further 
information is to follow shortly. Dana reports to Sarah that the 2016 Budget for the Banquet is $3,500.00. 

Awards Prizes – Leslie asks for suggestions from the Board regarding year-end prizes. Dana Ferris confirms that the 
2016 Budget for awards is $1,500.00. 

Dana Ferris is to contact A+ Feeds in Wentzville to see if they are still willing to donate funds to the schooling show 
year-end awards program. In the past, A+ has contributed a percentage of feed purchases made in 2016 by SLADS 
members to the schooling show awards.  

Recognized Horse Shows Committee: No report is submitted by this committee. Dana Ferris asks to keep on the 
agenda the following reminders however:  

Fall Classic # of Events Summary 
Deadline Reminders/Updates 

draft application for the 2018 USDF Dressage Regionals for Board review by January 10, 2017 
standardization of official contracts by February 1, 2017 for all services involving agreed 
issue and obtain executed contracts from all service providers who agree to unconditional and/or 

conditional payments for services contracted and/or delivered to SLADS beginning 
immediately.  

share with Board copies of all executed contracts from all service providers beginning immediately 

http://www.slads.org/
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Nominating Committee: Steven Marchal recaps the Board positions up for election/re-election: Vice President, 
Secretary and three Directors (Pat Macnamara, Sarah Szachnieski, and Leslie Burket). All of these incumbents are 
willing to re-run with the exception of Kari Felton who would like to step down from the Vice-Presidency.  

The nominating committee therefore puts forward the following slate of nominations for election to the Board in 
2017:  

Vice President:  Susan Jensen 
Secretary: Caroline Bean 
Director:  Sarah Szachnieski 
Director: Pat Macnamara 
Director: Leslie Burket 
Director: Kari Felton 
Director: Mai Sturm 
Director: Elizabeth Dudley 

Steven is to provide an official ballot to Sarah for publication in the upcoming newsletter. Ballots must be returned to 
Steven by mail no later than January 15; by email, no later than January 20 or else ballots must be cast in person at 
the Annual Meeting.  

Old Business: 

USDF Convention Report – Leslie Burket reports that the USDF Annual Convention, hosted in St. Louis on December 
2-3, 2016, was a huge success and well attended. As volunteer coordinator, Leslie secured volunteers from all over 
our region to fill the forty-two volunteer opportunities. USDF staff were very complimentary of their willingness and 
friendliness. Several Educational Sessions were mother/daughter volunteer 'teams', giving the young riders a chance 
to view a session as well as a glance at the Convention from the 'inside'. All found the opportunity to be a learning 
experience as well as a volunteer opportunity.  The Kansas City Dressage Society sponsored t-shirts and all 
volunteers received one.  Leslie showed the Board a sample shirt. 

In gratitude to the volunteers, Ann Shushko, our Region 4 Director, sponsored a drawing for all volunteers.  Cheryl 
Raynor was the lucky winner and received a framed water color print of a dynamic horse executing a piaffe! 

MannaPro donated 500 bottles of fly spray to be shared with attendees at the convention. SLADS contributed logo 
writing pens and chocolate Mardi-Gras styled coins for the banquet dinner and welcome bags. All were a big hit 
Leslie reports. Fredbird, the Cardinal's mascot, sponsored by Centerline Dressage, entertained all at the Welcoming 
Party.  Many pictures were taken as Fredbird hammed it up with all attending the party.  He also made an 
appearance in the Executive Board Meeting! 

Finally, Leslie indicates that the activity at the Region 4 table was greater than any convention she has attended 
previously. 

Amy Comparato and her assistant received great praise and appreciation for their fine work decorating the USDF 
Banquet room. Leslie says that the décor was elegant and the mood romantic – overall, lovely. USDF reported that 
this was a very, very successful event.  

The USDF announced at the convention that participant dues were increasing across the board by 20% in 2017. 
There has not been a dues increase since 2010.  

EASP Scholarships Report Sharon Layeski is absent from this meeting but reports that she has received applications 
from both junior/young riders and adult amateurs. More applications are expected to arrive before submission to the 
panel of reviewers is complete.  
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New Business: 

Committee Chair/Members Directory – Dana Ferris asks that for the 2017 election year SLADS publish a directory 
committee chairs and committee members as this may help facilitate reporting and improve efficiency of labor division. 

Facebook Administrator Access – Dana Ferris requests to be added to the SLADS Facebook administrator list so that 
she may more effectively manage posts, create events and update photos for the club. The Board seems agreeable to 
this and Sarah or Ann will investigate how to make that change as current administrators.  

MOVED by Dana Ferris and SECONDED by LESLIE BURKET that this meeting be adjourned at 8:46p. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Caroline Bean 
Secretary 





ST	LOUIS	AREA	DRESSAGE	SOCIETY	
MEMBER	SHIP	APPLICATION/RENEWAL	

SLADS	is	a	USDF	Group	Member	Organization	(GMO)	and	SLADS	members	are	automatically	USDF	Group	Members	(GMs).		

For	USDF	Participating	Membership,	members	must	apply	directly	to	USDF.	

Applicant	Information	
	

�	New	Member	 	 �	Renewing	Member	
	

Name:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 DOB:	 	 	 	 	
	
Home	phone:		 	 	 	 Cell	phone:	 	 	 	 USDF	No.	 	 	 	
	
Address:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Email:	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
City/State:	 	 	 	 Zip:	 	 	 Rider	Status	(JR/YR,	AA,	Open):	 	 	 		
	
Membership	Type	 	 	 	 Rider	Awards	Category		 	 Primary	Discipline	

	
�	Individual	$60/yr	 	 	 	 �		Bronze	(age	13	or	younger)	 	 �	Dressage	
�	Jr/Young	Rider	$45/yr	 	 	 �		Silver	(ages	14	to	21)	 	 	 �		Eventing	
�	Family	$80/yr	for	two	family	members		 �		Gold	(ages	22	to	39)	 	 	 �		Western	Dressage	
																			$35	for	add’l	family	members		 	 �		Platinum	(age	40	or	older)	 	 �		Hunter/Jumper	
	 	 	 	 	 	 �		Professional	 	 	 	 �		Other	
	

Horse	Information	
	

My	horse(s)	reside:	 �	at	my	home			 �	at	a	boarding	barn	named		 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Horse’s	Name:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Breed:	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Horse’s	Name:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Breed:	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Horse’s	Name:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Breed:	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	

Additional	Family	Membership	Applicants	
	

Fee	 Name	 DOB	 Rider	Award	
Category	

USDF	No.	

$0	
	
	

	 	 	

$35	
	
	

	 	 	

$35	
	
	

	 	 	

	
BENEFITS	OF	SLADS	MEMBERSHIP:	USDF	Group	membership,	eligibility	for	awards	and	scholarships,	discounted	
schooling	show	entry	fees,	complimentary	Hoofprints	newsletter,	website	members-only	access,	and	priority	
consideration	at	special	events.	All	current	SLADS	members	are	eligible	for	Year	End	Awards;	must	be	a	member	a	
member	prior	to	the	show	to	qualify.	
	
Signature	of	applicant	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 date:	 	 	 	 	
	
Application	fees	payable	to		 	 	 SLADS	
MAIL	APPLICATIONS	TO	 	 	 C/O	Shelley	Brubaker,	Membership	Chair	
	 	 	 	 	 	 10605	Cedar	Grove	Drive	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Foristell,	MO		63348	
Questions	may	be	directed	to	 	 	 shelleytbrubaker@yahoo.com		



SLADS YEAR END AWARDS BANQUET 
AND 

ANNUAL MEETING
January 21, 2017 

It’s time to celebrate your 2016 achievements. Please join us at:

National Equestrian Center
6880 Lake St. Louis Blvd. 
Lake St. Louis, MO 63367

Door open at 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner served at 6:30 p.m. 

Guest speaker, annual meeting, and awards follow 

RSVP’s must be received by January 14th, 2017
Free to 2017 paid SLADS members, $25 per person for non-members

RSVP Options (must be received by January 14th, 2017):
1. Reply to the evite that will be sent to all 2016 members by Dana Ferris.

2. Mail completed info below with a payment .

Name: __________________________________________  2016 SLADS Member:  YES  or   NO

Phone number or email in case we need to contact you: ______________________________ 

Names of guests attending who are non SLADS members (@ $25 per person): 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to SLADS and mail to: 

Dana Ferris
213 Turnberry Place
Wildwood, MO 63011

mailto:fafeetza@hotmail.com



