
2018 Election – Updates 

The nomination window has closed! 

Thanks to all submitted nominations and a special thanks to the nominees who accepted and 

are now officially candidates.  The ballot is below and will also be sent out via email on March 9, 

2018.  Each of the candidates has provided a brief bio to help introduce themselves and to help 

make voting a little easier. 

Ballots must be returned to edudley811@gmail.com no later than March 15, 2018.   

Important details – you must be a current member of SLADS to vote.  If you have not renewed 

your membership for the year – you still have time.   Renewals must be completed by March 1, 

2018 in order for your membership to be validated and your vote counted for the election.  

Memberships should be renewed via the SLADS website, but can also be mailed to the 

membership committee (details can be found on the SLADs website).  Individual memberships 

are allowed one vote, Family memberships are allowed two votes.  

Ballots will be counted, memberships verified and the results will be posted to the SLADS 

website on March 23, 2018.  

SLADS still needs YOU! 

As the board is elected and planning moves into full swing – the various committees that are the 

basis of SLADS will become more active.  We need your participation and new ideas to help our 

organization grow.  At the bottom of the ballot you will find a listing of the committees, and can 

indicate which one you would consider joining.  After the new board is officially in place, we will 

reach out and begin building the new committee teams.  Please consider joining a committee – 

it is wonderful way to help build our out our club and will help you achieve those highly sought 

after volunteer hours necessary for year-end awards! 
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2018 Annual Election of the SLADS Board of Directors 

Select 1 candidate for each officer role: 
 Candidate Name elect 

 
President 

Brianna Zwilling  
Write in:  

       
Vice President 

Lindsey Culver  
Write in:  

                         
Treasurer 

Betsy Jacoby  
Write in:  

 
Select 6 candidates from the list below: 

                                                

Board 

Members 

at 

Large 

Abigail Melchoir  
Charli Stevens  
Debbie Dysart  
Lynne Gregory  
Sally Miller  
Steven Marchal  
Toni Kanne  
Write in:  

 

Ballots must be returned via email to edudley811@gmail.com on or before 3/15/18 

You must be a current member of SLADS as of 3/1/2018 to Vote  

 Individual memberships are allowed one vote, family memberships are allowed two votes 

  Please provide the name of the member voting: _________________________________________________________ 

 

I would like to participate in the following committee(s): 

Audit Committee   
Awards Committee   
Banquet Committee   
Communication Committee   
Education Committee (sub 
committee schooling shows)   
Membership Committee   
Nomination Committee   
Scholarship Committee   
Show Committee   
Volunteer Committee   
Junior/Young Riders Committee   
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Officer Candidates: 

President Candidate: Brianna Zwilling  

Horses have always been an absolute passion of mine. Growing up in Minnesota, I 
started riding Western but quickly switched to Dressage because I was searching for a 
sport that was really challenging both physically and mentally. I started with non-
traditional breeds, an Arabian and Thoroughbred before finding my first Warmblood. I 
have been a professional trainer, instructor and competitor for many years working in 
Minnesota, California, and have been in Missouri now for 6 years. In addition to riding 
and training I truly care about horses. I worked as a Veterinary Technician in my 
younger years in Minnesota. I was involved with and learned so much from taking care 
of everything; ranging from sick foals to lameness to colic surgeries.  

A big goal I have is to promote and grow Dressage in St. Louis. I want to inspire more 
people to get involved and also draw in current members to committees. We have such 
a great area with the NEC, many different barns and a community that is eager for 
educational opportunities. Together, let's make the St Louis Area Dressage Society 
strong! 

 
Vice President Candidate: Lindsey Culver 

I grew up riding in the St. Louis area as a child, watching the dressage community 
slowly grow to what it is now. I knew right away this was where I wanted to always call 
home so 14 years ago I opened my dressage training facility. With an emphasis on 
biomechanics, I train horses and riders from beginner to FEI, have competed in 
countless recognized shows all over the country including NAYRC, and have a passion 
for continuing my education every second I get! I’m also raising a curly headed horse 
crazy toddler who reminds me on a daily basis of what I put my parents through!! 

As a Vice President, I can offer valuable pieces of the framework necessary to help 
grow our dressage community where members can engage in this beautiful sport for 
enjoyment, development, camaraderie and most importantly, for the deep love and 
respect of the horse! One piece of that framework is to network with USDF to help build 
our GMO using the many incredible services they offer to strengthen our educational 
programs, recognized horse shows and fundraisers. I believe that each and every one 
of us was given our own unique gift or talent that I’m eager to use to help the growth of 
SLADS!  

 

Treasurer Candidate: Betsy Jacoby 

I have not been actively involved in SLADS lately, but I am a 30+ year SLADS member.  
Now that I have retired from managing the books for the family business that dealt in 
dairy products throughout the US, I will have more time to devote to the organization.   



Over the years, I have supported SLADS in many roles, including serving as president, 
vice president, treasurer and as the education chair. I have organized and managed 
both recognized and schooling shows (back when we used the Bridlespur Hunt Club) 
which all made a profit.  I have also managed clinics including Edgar Hotz, Charles De 
Kunffy, Jimmy Wofford and Cindy Sydnor.  I’m an ‘L” graduate and have earned my 
bronze medal.   

My goal is to bring in more educational events to the area. 

 

Board Member at Large Candidates: 

(Abby) Abigail Melchoir  

I have 20 years of experience in the St. Louis horse community, starting with riding 
lessons at age 11. I went on to compete in hunt seat for my college team and became 
interested in dressage as an adult. In addition I have a strong personal interest in 
sporthorse breeding.  For the past two years, I have become increasingly involved with 
SLADS as a volunteer and competitor.  

With a strong administrative background, I hope to continue to lend my skills to the 
organization as a member of the board. In 2018, I hope to help organize educational 
opportunities for our members that tie in with the USDF National Education Initiative 

           

Charli Stevens 

Thank you for considering me for one your Board Member At-Large positions.  I bring 
with me a variety of experience in volunteering for different horse/breed associations 
from Minnesota to Florida to Virginia and Large, 2010-2011 President and 2011 
Delegate to the USDF Convention for the Kentucky Dressage Association.  In 2012, I 
moved to the St. Louis area, had several life changes take place and have been silent 
from my usual involvement in local horse activities (other than getting my final score for 
my USDF Bronze Medal, owning and caring for my 5 horses). 

At this point, things have slowed down for me and I am anxious to get back to helping 
make the local horse community the best it can be.  Overall, SLADS looks to have a 
strong base to move forward with, improve, tweak to meet membership needs, keep it 
financially viable and offer more back to the membership – whether you are an amateur, 
junior/young rider, or professional.  I believe strongly in listening to the membership and 
working to make the club what you want it to be.  Also, I believe in working with the 
USDF and TDF to bring the educational opportunities available to us to fruition in our 
locality.  My experience in being part of the show committee for a large USDF National 
Show that included CDI* and CDI*** events can help provide insight for SLADS as we 
look to grow attendance at our shows; and the behind the scenes requirements for that 



to run smoothly.  I look forward to getting to know more fellow Dressage enthusiasts 
and helping you make our club even better! 

                  

Debbie Dysart 

Growing up in St. Louis, as long as I can remember, I have always had a passion for 
horses. I started riding when I was three years old when my mother leased three horses 
for me and my sisters.  I started formally taking lessons at Town & Country Stables, 
currently known as Pegasus, when I was six years old. They taught me the basics of 
horsemanship in the hunter discipline. At the age of twelve, I finally convinced my dad to 
buy me a horse of my own.  I was so happy, even though my dad was set on buying me 
a western, Quarter horse to do hunter jumper. That didn’t stop me though, I trained my 
hardest in jumping, eventing and dressage. When I was a senior in high school, my 
stepmother, without my knowledge, took my horse from the barn and donated him to 
The Boys Town of Missouri because she was tired of paying his board. I proceeded to 
fight to get him back; which I succeeded in doing, and moved him to a private barn up 
until the time I went away to college. At which point, I donated him to Stephens College 
in Columbia, MO. 

I was out of the horse industry from the age of eighteen to forty-four. During that time, I 
always dreamed of owning a horse again and getting involved in the horse community. 
After completing college with a degree in Finance, traveling the world, establishing a 
career in law and real estate, I was finally able to afford the horse of my dreams, a 
German Warmblood.  In January 2017, I purchased a five-year-old Hanoverian trained 
to third level in dressage.  

I absolutely love the dressage discipline and learning the delicate partnership between 
horse and rider that make it so beautiful. Because of my background in business and 
passion for horses and dressage, I believe I could be a valuable asset to SLADS. It 
would be an honor to serve as a Director at Large for SLADS.  My own personal beliefs 
are in line with the mission, purpose and vision of SLADS and I vow, if elected, to carry 
out my duties for the sole benefit of SLADS.  

 

Lynn Gregory  

I have always loved horses from the time I can remember, but did not own my 1st horse 
until I was 37 and within a year, I discovered that Dressage was my true passion. I 
moved into the St. Louis area last year and am now in a position to get involved with 
SLADS. While I did not live in an area close enough to be active within any GMO, I had 
30+ years of working as a civilian Information Technology specialist for the US Army 
Rock Island Arsenal installation in IL, specializing in customer support, database design 
and IT projects, which included standing up an installation-wide IT Configuration Control 



Board and being a member of a team responsible for creating both a major Army-wide 
IT network and a centralized Help Desk. 

 I currently own a 13 year old German Riding Pony mare, I've owned and trained myself 
since she was 3 and am currently schooling 4th Level, Prix St. Georges and hope to 
show 4th level this year.   

I am looking forward to working with the various committees and supporting the growth 
of SLADS! 

  

Sally Miller 

I returned to horses and dressage 3 years ago which has enriched my life in 
immeasurable ways.  Returning was not easy but was made possible through the 
support of my friends and the horse community.  Today I continue to enjoy that support, 
and I’d like to give back by dedicating more of my time to SLADS.   
 
As a Board Member at Large I have a specific project in mind:  I would like to focus on 
gathering information to help us understand where we are and explore where we’d like 
to go as a club.  I’d like to poll and interview current, former, and potential SLADS 
members to learn what it is they value, want, and don’t want from our club.  I’d also like 
to interview members from other societies to learn what they do to service to their 
membership.   This information can be a compass to simultaneously confirm our club’s 
direction where it’s working and help us learn where we need to 'course correct’ when 
it’s not.   
 

Steven Marchal 

I am an avid horseman and have worked in the equine industry in many capacities, 
including top dressage barns in Missouri and Illinois. As a pony clubber, I learned the 
importance of continuing my education within the horse world. I believes SLADS should 
be a “go-to” for education, both mounted and unmounted. 

 I am looking forward to using my connections throughout the horse world to bring in 
equine professionals that can provide SLADS members with educational opportunities 
in and out of the saddle. I am very interested in working for you, the SLADS members, 
finding out what you want out of the organization and helping improve the inclusiveness 
and provide new education opportunities for all SLADS members. 

 
(Toni) Antoinette Kanne 

After a long stressful day at work, driving to the boarding barn is something I look 
forward to.  As a long time SLADS member and former CLD member, dressage has 
been a serious hobby of mine.  My husband describes it as “riding around in circles”, but 



I like to think that it is a discipline to which I am devoted that provides so many personal 
challenges.  Making those circles exactly correct is of course the whole point.  Losing 
myself for a few hours while riding both my horses is a great way to recover from that 
stressful work day.  Sharing tips and helpful hints to other adult amateurs is also 
rewarding.   

The dressage community is very supportive of its riders and cheerfully supports riders 
as we take advantage of the opportunities that come our way, whether a clinic, 
schooling show or a rated show.  Over time, I have learned to listen to my equine 
partner, be patient and always continue to challenge myself for that 10 transition.  This 
is what I have enjoyed since 1980 and why I continue to ride.  

I am looking forward to an opportunity to serve and support our riding community as we 
continue to grow. 
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